SOCIAL
SCIENCES

Data Sharing in the
Social Sciences

The Social Sciences is a broad field of
research, encompassing “any branch
of academic study or science that deals
with human behaviour in its social and
cultural aspects” (Britannica). A recent
report for the RDA on the current Interest
and Working Groups of relevance to
this field considered the definition to
broadly include the fields of sociology,
anthropology, communication sciences,
psychology, educational sciences,
pedagogics and economics (RDA
Overview for the Social Sciences, 2022).

Social Sciences researchers may work
with either or both quantitative and
qualitative data. Most researchers

will work with sensitive data at some
point in their careers which presents
ethical and legal issues for data
management. Not all sensitive data is
alike, with significant variation across the
domain in terms of how sensitive data

is defined, linked, managed, stored, and
reused. Guidance and tools for acquiring
and sharing this data in compliance with
legal and ethical obligations is the focus
of many of the resources listed below.

HOW TO DO OPEN
SCIENCE ACROSS
THE DISCIPLINES

Where can | find resources
and tools for...

Finding and Depositing Data

CESSDA Data Catalogue
CIS Data Bank

DANS

Ethmig Survey Data Hub
European Commission Joint

ResearchCentre Data Catalogue

European Data Portal
Eurostat

FAIRsharing

Harvard Dataverse

ICPSR

Open Science Observatory
SSHOC

UK Data Archive

EOSC Portal

The EOSC Portal is a gateway to
many of the innovative services,
tools, publications and data listed
here, and it is constantly growing
with additions from the community
of Social Sciences researchers and
research-supporting organisations.
Do you have a resource that you
want to share with others? Consider
onboarding into EOSC.



https://www.britannica.com/topic/social-science
https://zenodo.org/record/7267379
https://zenodo.org/record/7267379
https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu
https://www.cis.es/cis/opencms/EN/2_bancodatos/xxndex.jsp
https://ssh.datastations.nl/
https://ethmigsurveydatahub.eu
https://data.jrc.ec.europa.eu/dataset
https://data.jrc.ec.europa.eu/dataset
https://data.europa.eu/en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
https://fairsharing.org/search?q=social%20sciences
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/harvard?q=&fq0=subject_ss%3A%22Social%20Sciences%22&types=dataverses%3Adatasets&sort=dateSort&order=desc
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/
https://osobservatory.openaire.eu/home
https://marketplace.sshopencloud.eu
https://www.data-archive.ac.uk
https://eosc-portal.eu
https://eosc-portal.eu/using-the-portal/eosc-provider-and-resource-onboarding-tutorial

DataCite

DDI Profiles

European Language Social Science
Thesaurus (ELSST)

FORS Methodological Research
Guidance

ICPSR Publications on Data
Stewardship

LinkHub

ARL Advocacy & Public Policy
IASSIST
SSH Training Community

Learn more about the
Research Data Alliance

(RDA)

Social Science Research Data IG
Sensitive Data IG

Ethics and Social Aspects of Data IG
RDA/CODATA Legal Interoperability 1G
RDA/NISO Privacy Implications of
Research Data Sets |G

How to do FAIR and Open
Science

What is FAIR?
FAIR Community Support
What is the goal of Open Science?

RDAEE)

EOQSC Future

What are the challenges for social
science data in Open Science?

“There are challenges to publishing
internationally when research questions and
participants may be nation-specific — with
global science, you need to make everything
comparable. Lack of information and funding
to support Open Access opportunities is also
a barrier, particularly for the ‘citizen scientists’
contributing to our knowledge of sociology
and social work. The people actually doing
that work are not always academics in the
traditional sense, and we need to educate them
and provide opportunities to help them report
and analyse what they observe in the field”

How can EOSC help researchers
working with social science data?

“It's so much easier to collect participant data
with access to digital tools. An online survey
reaches a much wider audience than someone
going door-to-door. EOSC can help researchers
to leverage FAIR supporting survey and data
collection tools that ensure participant data is
managed ethically and responsibly. It’s also an
equalising platform, as it exposes information
about data and publications across Europe.”

— Geta Mitrea

RDA/EOSC Future Domain Ambassador
for the Social Sciences



https://www.rd-alliance.org/users/helene-n-andreassen 

https://www.rd-alliance.org/geta-mitrea
https://datacite.org
https://ddialliance.org/learn/resources/ddi-profiles
https://www.cessda.eu/Tools/ELSST-Thesaurus
https://www.cessda.eu/Tools/ELSST-Thesaurus
https://forscenter.ch/topics/methodological-research/
https://forscenter.ch/topics/methodological-research/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/about/stewardship-pubs.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/about/stewardship-pubs.html
https://linkhub.ch/methodology/
https://www.arl.org/category/our-priorities/advocacy-public-policy/
https://iassistdata.org
https://sshopencloud.eu/ssh-training-community
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/social-science-research-data-ig
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/sensitive-data-interest-group
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/ethics-and-social-aspects-data.html
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/rdacodata-legal-interoperability-ig.html
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/rdaniso-privacy-implications-research-data-sets-wg.html
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/rdaniso-privacy-implications-research-data-sets-wg.html
https://howtofair.dk
https://sshopencloud.eu/ssh-training-community
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en 


