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Governments, funders, institutions, publishers are 
formulating Open Data policies



Intensive 
data-sharing

Restricted 
data-sharing

… not uniformlyCulture is  changing
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Jean-Pierre from Cosne-Cours-sur-Loire (Nièvre, Burgundy region), France



Track changes and benchmark



• Workshops to Gauge the Impact of Requirements for Public Access to Data Produced by NSF-
funded Research in Mathematics and  the Physical Sciences (2017)

• Open Data Research – a researcher perspective (2017)

• The State of Open Data – a selection of analyses and articles about open data (2016)

• Towards Open Research – practices, experiences, barriers and opporunities (2016)

• Gestió de les dades de recerca: resultats de l'enquesta prospectiva a gener de 2016 (2016)

• e-infrastrcutures Austria: Forschende und ihre Daten. Ergebnisse einer österreichweiten
Befragung (2015)

• Science Gateways Today and Tomorrow (2015)

• Wiley Researcher Data Insights Survey (2014)

• I dati aperti cemento della scienzia (to be published)

• American Physical Society report (to be published)

• …

Increasing number of reports and surveys



Reports



What is in this increasing number of reports and surveys?

Summary of the context, not the content:
• Coverage

• Disciplines

• Selection

• Number of respondents

• Topics



UK survey of academics (2015)

• Repetition of 2012; open data is new

• Initiated from library

• Coverage: UK

• Disciplines: all

• Selection: Academic staff at UK higher education institutions. In total, 
64,259 academics were invited

• Number of respondents: 6,679 completed  responses, response rate 
of 10.4 percent

• Topics: library, access, research dissemination, dissemination services 
and research data management



Researcher data sharing insights (2014)

• Coverage: global

• Disciplines: 4 health sciences/life sciences/physics/social science

• Selection: ??

• Number of respondents: > 2,250

• Topics: ways of sharing, motivations, hesitations, actual sharing 
practices



The State of Open Data (2016)

• Coverage: global

• Disciplines: all

• Selection: ? Figshare users

• Number of respondents: ~2,000

• Topics: Awareness on freeness, value on credit for making data open 
data, reuse of open data, uncertainty and gaps in knowledge on how
to make it open (e.g. Licensing); institutional, funder or publisher
requirements, citation practices



Open Data; the researcher perspective (2017)

• Coverage: global

• Disciplines: all

• Selection: ~26,800 authors from Scopus

• Number of respondents: 1,164 (2.3%)

• Topics: how & why researchers are sharing,

attitudes towards sharing, research data ownership, aspects of 
research data management, perceptions on reusability



Summary: what do we want in a joint survey?

• Coverage: Researchers, global, all disciplines

• Selection & Number of respondents;  as high as possible

• Topics:
• Actual sharing

• Actual reuse

• Locations of archiving

• Data intensive vs. data restricted practices

• Data publishing?

• Change in issues for not-sharing

• AOB



Next steps



an Open Research Data Survey
Coordinated approach using a common survey

 co-developed and community-designed open survey

Advantages
• To make use of community sourcing to design a comprehensive and broadly accepted survey

• To rationalize the use of resources by avoiding duplication

• To design a flexible survey adapted to all stakeholders, regions, environments, etc.

• To offer all stakeholders a tool to track the response to open data policies and measure their 

potential effect within scientific communities

• To standardize a survey whose multi-source results could be combined and/or aggregated to 

perform meta-analysis at various levels (institutional, disciplinary, regional, etc.)

• To create the opportunity to systematically track open data developments over time

• ...



Today’s objectives

 To present the concept of an open research data survey on 
open data and its potential benefits

 To discuss this concept and supportive arguments
 To finalize the arguments and objectives for a case statement

[45 min]

 To identify interested stakeholders and specific partners
[10 min] (in and outside this room)



Today’s objectives

o What? an Open Research Data Survey
o How? an RDA Working Group 
o When? asap

o Why? advantages (and pitfalls)
o Who? Interested stakeholders

(organisations & individuals)



Project Supporters

Thank Youstephane.berghmans@elsevier.com
i.meijer@cwts.leidenuniv.nl

Feel free to contact us:

Stephane Berghmans, Elsevier, EuroScience

Jean-Claude Burgelman, DG Research & Innovation, European Commission

Gabi Lombardo, European Alliance for Social Sciences & Humanities

Ingeborg Meijer, CWTS, University Leiden

Martin Müller, SwissCore

to be continued
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